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Dear Friends and Stakeholders,

The 2014-2015 school year was one of planning for growth at Partnership 4 Kids (P4K). Our 10th grade 
program was reinstated mid-year as it became apparent that additional support resources for 10th graders 
were needed in the Omaha community. Additionally, a new 6th grade group mentoring program was put in to 
development for Marrs and Norris Middle Schools to address the Omaha Public Schools (OPS) mandated grade 
reconfiguration, as well as to increase our capacity due to the growth of our middle and high school programs.
 
Our college program also continued to expand as sixty-two college students received P4K scholarships, while 
also receiving continued case management support to ensure they graduate in 4 years.

New in this year’s evaluation are the results of the 2015 OPS Student Engagement and School Climate Survey, 
which showed P4K’s positive impact on student engagement in learning. We witnessed continued growth in 
student engagement in their own learning as students moved through the P4K pathway. P4K elementary students 
exhibited stronger affective engagement levels than students in comparison schools, while middle and high 
school students exhibited higher levels in all areas of engagement.

These results are affirming as research shows that more engaged students take a greater interest in their own 
learning, show higher levels of persistence, and elevated graduation rates.

Additional positive impacts of the P4K Pathway Program include: 
•  P4K students attaining a 99% high school graduation rate
•  Middle and high school students achieving an average GPA above 3.0
•  Middle and high school students attending 4 more days of school than comparison students
•  P4K elementary schools reporting 5 straight years of growth on NeSA tests with an increase of 12% 

 in reading and 17% in math
•  330 community volunteers serving as mentors within the P4K Pathway, resulting in over 8,000 hours 

 of donated time to support students

We are excited to share the immensely positive impact we are having on the lives of the 5,200+ students we 
served in 2014-15 and look forward to continuing those successes in 2015-2016.

Please free to contact me with any additional questions, comments, or thoughts regarding the evaluation and 
data in this document; I welcome the opportunity to discuss this in greater depth.  My contact is 402-930-3003 
or ddenbeck@p4k.org.

Thank you again for your continued support of Partnership 4 Kids and the young people we serve.  
By supporting our efforts, you continue to make an investment in the future of Omaha.

Sincerely,

Debbie J. Denbeck
President

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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OVERVIEW

Partnership 4 Kids builds a better 
community by inspiring hope, engaging 

minds, and launching futures through goal 
setting, mentoring, college, and careers.  

Partnership 4 Kids mentors kids for 
college today and careers tomorrow.

VISIONMISSION

26 YEARS OF MENTORING

TWO PROGRAMS BECOME ONE

In 1989, local businessman, Mike Yanney and his wife, Dr. Gail Walling Yanney, started a mentoring 
program for  20 students struggling to live up to their academic potential at McMillan Middle School.  
Yanneys’ Kids’, as the group of students dubbed themselves, went on to become college graduates. 
Seven years later in 1996, local businessman Jerry Hoberman and his wife, Cookie, created the Winners 
Circle program to recognize students for their academic achievement.  The program, patterned after the 
incentive system Jerry used to motivate his employees, transformed what began as an “Adopt A School” 
relationship with Belevedere Academy, into a school-wide achievement program engaging elementary 
students, teachers, families, and the community. 

In 2007, All Our Kids and Winners Circle joined forces to help more disadvantaged students stay in school 
and graduate.  Now these two programs form one organization, known today as Partnership 4 Kids, which 
proudly served more than 5,200 students in 21 Omaha Public Schools during the 2014-2015 school year.

High Schools

Central
North
Northwest 
South

Middle Schools

Lewis and Clark
Marrs
Monroe
McMillan
Norris

Elementary Schools

Belvedere
Conestoga
Field Club
Fontenelle
Franklin
Howard Kennedy

Jackson
Kellom
King
Miller Park
Mount View
Saratoga 
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#TOANDTHROUGHCOLLEGE
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FOUR PILLARS OF

GOAL SETTING
Goal Setting 
Skills Scale

MENTORING
P4K Mentors “Kids”

The longer students are exposed to 
setting and achieving goals with P4K, the 
more likely it is that these students will 

use goals to assist in defining their future. 
This is evident in the results of the Goal 
Setting Skill Scale. (Oregon Mentoring 

Partnership)

The following data indicates that 
students use the skill of goal setting 

when thinking about the future and for 
motivating themselves to turn this future 

vision into reality.

GOAL SETTING SKILLS 
SCALE RESULTS

Elementary Students (Grades 4-6)                67%
Middle School Students (Grades 7-8)           83%
High School Students (Grade 9)                    70%

Gallup’s Construct of Hope

Future
Help students to set goals for the future.

Ideas
Help children think about how they can 

reach these goals.

Energy
Provide support, motivation and success 

experiences.

330 Volunteers mentored P4K 
students during the 2014-2015 

school year.

Informal Mentors (Grades 1-5/6)
275 Goal Buddies acted as informal 
mentors in P4K elementary schools, 
supporting students in setting and 

achieving goals. Goal Buddies meet with 
a classroom of students once a month on 

steps to achieve reading, math, and
 life-skill goals. Each quarter the Goal 

Buddies celebrate students’ successes at 
a school-wide assembly.

Formal Mentors (Grades 6-10)
Formal mentors worked with P4K middle 
and high school students in a traditional 
group mentoring model. Group mentors 

work with a team of 3-4 students, 
meeting 2-3 times a month after school. 

These sessions, facilitated by a P4K 
program coordinator, include a research-

based curriculum designed to help 
students develop a sense of responsibility, 

self esteem, intiative, creativity, 
leadership, and pride.

77% of P4K students had the same 
mentor 2 years in a row.

P4K is proud of our mentors!
The National Mentoring Partnership 
reports that the average mentoring 

relationship lasts 9 months, and that only 
38% last at least one year.
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PARTNERSHIP 4 KIDS

Did you know that...?
P4K’s No Excuses University philosophy 
has students as young as kindergarten 
pledging to graduate from high school 

and attend college.

Students completing the P4K program 
from kindergarten through 10th grade 
will have visited 11 college campuses.

P4K students first visit a college campus 
in 4th grade.

COLLEGE
Planning for College

College Funding & Support

63 college students were funded by P4K 
during the 2014-2015 school year, a total 

of $164,000.

86% attend Nebraska colleges & 
universities.

75% of P4K senior graduates applied 
for scholarships in 2014-2015.

The average P4K Scholarship award 
per student was $3,308.

26 P4K students received additional 
scholarship funds totaling approximately 

$250,000.

CAREERS
Career Exploration

Elementary Students

All P4K fifth graders are invited to visit a 
local business, learning about the types 

of jobs available.

Middle School Students

Students study “all the careers in the 
entire world” based on the 16 Career 
Clusters developed by the Nebraska 

Department of Education.

Students create their own business as part 
of their Financial Vitality unit, assigning 

“job positions” in their company based on 
individual strengths. This company goes 

out into the community and actually sells 
their product.

Middle School Futures Fair - Students 
attend the P4K Futures Fair where they are 
exposed to career and college possibilities, 

further narrowing their career interest.

High School Students

Students take career interest inventories 
and develop a post-secondary plan for 

achieving their “dream job.”

Students job shadow, visiting local 
businesses to assess local career offer-

ings. College entrance and possible majors 
develop out of the above explorations.
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signifies the              pillars of P4K programming: 1

2 Mortarboard + Tassels-symbolizes the 
organizational mission to “mentor kids for college 
today and careers tomorrow.”

3 Golden circle-symbolizes the partnership of two organizations
coming together to serve students full-circle form kindergarten-careers! 

Partnership 4 Kids mentors kids for 
college today and careers tomorrow.

Partnership 4 Kids builds a better          
community by inspiring hope, engaging 
minds, and launching futures through goal 
setting, mentoring, college, and careers.

MISSION

VISION
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62
College students received 
P4K scholarships totaling 
$164,000, with an average 
award of $3,308.

CAREERS

GOAL SETTING

MENTORING

COLLEGE

$250,000 was received by P4K 
students in additional scholarships. 

85% attend colleges and universities 
within the state of Nebraska.

Book 
Buddy Program        

(Pre-K, K) 

  

261 students

5,227
total students

Elementary 

4,335 students

Middle School

257 students

High
School

311 students

College

63 students

ACHIEVEMENTSSTUDENT

NeSA Scores - 5 consecutive years of increased math 
+ reading scores

AVG. GPA - 3.06 (middle school)
AVG. GPA - 3.14 (high school)

school attendance- middle + high school students attend 
school 4 more days per year than their non-P4K classmates

99% of P4K students graduated high school                   
over the past 4 years.

#LOOKATP4K

GOAL SETTING
Elementary goals are the pathway to future success.

MENTORING
A caring adult equals the support and protection students 
need to graduate.

COLLEGE + CAREERS
Bringing the future into the present builds hope. P4K students 
visit 11 different college campuses.
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OPS SCHOOLS
12 Elementary Schools-Goal Setting
5 Middle Schools-Group Mentoring
4 High Schools-Group Mentoring + College Prep

THE STUDENTS
WE SERVE

Growing up in poverty is one of the greatest threats to healthy child development. 
Poverty and financial stress can impede children’s cognitive development and their 
ability to learn. It can contribute to behavioral, social, and emotional problems and 
poor health. (datacenter.kidscount.org)

93%
of P4K students 
qualify for free/
reduced lunch

The federal indicator (2014) 
for free/reduced lunch indicates 
that a family of 4 lives at federal 

poverty guidelines with an annual 
income of $24,008 (family of 4).

Average Household Income

median household income 
for P4K students based on 

zip code

median household income 
for the city of Omaha

-(2014 US Census Bureau) -(2014 US Census Bureau)

21

ESTIMATED HOURS VOLUNTEERED
8,044 hours

ESTIMATED DONATION OF VOLUNTEER TIME
$165,867

HOPE
Let hope be your headlight. 
So many of our students exist in darkness: void of food, proper 
shelter, or a proper home learning environment. Without the direction 
of a positive adult relationship, many students struggle to find the path 
to high school graduation, a college degree, and a successful career. 
P4K support helps lead the way.      -Making Hope Happen, 

Shane Lopez, PH.D, ATRIA Books, 2013

275

37

18

Elementary Goal Buddies

Middle School Mentors

High School Mentors

Mentor Advocates 

(Business or Organizations) 

18

330 Community Volunteers mentor P4K students

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
parents were in attendance at P4K 
events 2,059 times

“I AM COMMITTED 
TO MY CHILD!”



EARLY CHILDHOOD

My most meaningful experience?   
“Students having books in their homes; I felt like Santa handing 
out the special books to the kids.” (P4K Volunteer Book Buddy)
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P4K BOOK BUDDY PROGRAM
P4K supports reading readiness skills

11 P4K volunteer Book Buddies read to 261 students each month and each student 

received a copy of the book to keep! That’s 1,904 books for students at Conestoga and 

Kellom schools to take home and build their own library!

The Terrible Cost of No Books!

Young children who have rich language and literacy experiences are more likely to experience 
success in learning to read independently. P4K supports the development of reading readiness 
skills in students from Pre-K through first grade, through the Scholastic REAL Program. 

•  The average child growing up in a low-income family has only been exposed to 25 hours  
  of one-on-one reading; the middle class child – 1,000 to 1,700 hours 

 (Children’s Literacy Foundation, 2015).

• The most successful way to improve the reading achievement of low-income children is to  
 increase their access to print (Newman et al., 2000).

 
• The only behavior measure that correlates significantly with reading scores is the number  
 of books in the home (McQuillan, 1998).

• 61% of low-income families have no age-appropriate books in their homes
 (Children’s Literacy Foundation, 2015).

The reading rich get richer and the reading poor miss out on more academic growth 
with every passing year; children are caught in a vicious cycle of intellectual deprivation 
(Stanovich, 1986). Dramatic racial/ethnic disparities are observed in the mean number 
of children’s books in the home, with white families averaging 83 children’s books per 
household, compared with an average of 41 books per household for black children 
and 33 books per household for Hispanic children (American Medical Association, 2005).



ELEMENTARY
89%                    
of all goals set by P4K 
students were achieved.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

4,596 students

OPS- 74%

free & reduced lunch

P4K- 93%

52%     48% 
Female            Male

P4K OPS

50%

24%

8%12%

26%34%

30%

5%

6%

5%

African American 

Hispanic

Caucasian

Asian

Other
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT

43,008

38,288
goals were written by P4K students.

Goal setting, kindergarten

P4K kindergarteners are just learning the skill of goal setting; therefore 
their teachers set goals for the whole classroom.

156 class-wide life skill goals were written by 39 P4K kindergarten classes.
96% of those goals were met.

Goal setting, grades 1-6

P4K elementary students have their math and reading goals set by their teachers based on 
different standards by grade level. Our 1st and 2nd grade teachers set their students’ math 
and reading goals based on classroom work. Meanwhile, students’ goals in grades 3-6 are 
written toward learning gaps identified through the OPS Acuity Predictive Test results. All 
skills assessed are aligned with Nebraska State Standards. When a skill gap is identified, 
students write goals toward mastery of that skill using Acuity Instructional Resources.

of these goals were met.

PROGRAM IMPACT
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ELEMENTARY GOAL ACHIEVEMENT

Performance on Nebraska State Accountability Tests (NeSA)

The P4K Goal Setting Program supports NeSA proficiency in reading and math for grades 3-6, 
as student goals are set to identified skill gaps for individual students. In the Goal Setting Program, 
P4K schools have shown consistent growth on NeSA scores over the past five years, 
as represented by a:
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PROGRAM IMPACT

• 12% increase in NeSA Reading scores
• 17% increase in NeSA Math scores

2014-2015
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P4K vs. OPS Comparison Schools
NeSA Proficiency

NeSA scores in both reading and math improved at a faster rate relative to comparison schools over 
the past 5 years at P4K elementary schools. The R2 value, which approaches 1, indicates a high 
level of confidence in the continuation of this trend. 

NeSA score comparisons are based on aggregate scores of 3rd through 6th graders in P4K participating 
schools as well as a group of comparison schools provided by the OPS Research Department.

P4K Math
Comparison 

P4K Reading
Comparison Reading
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50%
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60%

70%

2010-

2011
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2014-

2015

65%

NeSA Math Scores: P4K vs Comparison Schools

NeSA Reading Proficiency: P4K vs Comparison Schools
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Student Engagement in Learning

In education, student engagement refers to the degree of attention, curiosity, interest, optimism, 
and passion that students show when they are learning or being taught, which extends to the level 
of motivation they have to learn and progress in their education.

Students in P4K elementary schools exhibited higher levels of affective engagement in their 
learning process, including persistence toward graduation, than did students in demographically 
similar comparison schools. 
(OPS Student Engagement and School Climate Survey-2015)

The most immediate and persisting issue for students is not low achievement, but student disengagment. 
Engaged students make a psychological investment in learning. They try hard to learn what school offers. 
They take pride not simply in earning the formal indicators of success such as grades, but in 
understanding the material and incorporating or internalizing it in their lives. 
(Office of Educational Research and Improvement) 

This engagement in learning is reflected in 2014-2015 student survey results as:

• 92% of students report, “I try to reach my math and reading goals.”
• 90% of students report, “I try to reach my life skill goals goal.”

Principal, Teacher and Parent Surveys

PROGRAM QUALITY

Results of stakeholder surveys demonstrate that setting goals through the Goal Setting Program 
acts as a catalyst for positive academic growth.

Elementary survey responses

Principals
Setting P4K goals is a 
positive way to support 
learning for my students. 

88% 75% 100%

Teachers
Setting P4K goals is a 
positive way to support 
learning for my students.

76% 81% 86%

Parents

My child has learned 
to set goals because of                    
participation in the goal 
setting program.

87% 90% 78%

 Survey Results 2013-2014      2012-2013   2014-2015
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Elementary Program Satisfaction Rates

0

20

40

60

80

100

2013-20142012-2013 2014-2015

81 82 84

67

76

87 88

75

100

92 92 90

Number represents percentage responding “Agree” or “Strongly Agree” to the following statement:
I am generally satisfied with the P4K Goal Setting Program at my school.
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Findings: P4K Elementary Program Evaluation

Elementary program evaluation results show that P4K is making strides toward its mission of 
mentoring.

Academics

Student Engagement

Students are achieving academic goals at a rate of 92%, allowing them to close 
the neccessary skills gaps to steadily progress faster than the students in their 
comparison schools on state reading and math tests.

Students in the P4K program are more engaged in their own learning process 
than students in demographically similar comparison schools. This affective 
engagement of P4K students at the elementary level is statistically significant 
at a 95% degree of certainty. Higher rates of engagement indicate a level of
student persistence to learn and to graduate from high school. 

P4K Goal Buddies working as mentors with students may contribute to this 
increased engagement as MENTOR’s The Mentoring Effect report and America’s 
Promise Alliance’s “Don’t Call Them Dropouts” report that mentoring is proven to 
help keep students connected to school. 



Partnership 4 Kids students 
miss 4 fewer days of school per 
year than comparison students.             

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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DEMOGRAPHICS

257 students

P4K

OPS- 75%

African American 

Hispanic

Caucasian

Other

free & reduced lunch

P4K- 94%

OPS

54%     46% 
Female            Male

48%     52% 
Female            Male

P4K

OPS

36%

48%
7% 9%

25%

34%

31%

10%
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PROGRAM IMPACT

P4K Student GPA’s

Partnership 4 Kids holds its students to high academic standards beyond state 
standardized testing. The benchmark for academic performance for P4K students 
is a 3.0 GPA for all participating middle school students. Holding students to this 
benchmark early in their academic careers will better prepare them for the rigors of 
high school, where a 3.0 GPA represents the cutoff for many merit-based scholarships.

Grades and attendance—not test scores—are the middle grade factors most strongly 
connected with both high school and college success. In fact, grades and attendance 
matter more than test scores, race, poverty, or other background characteristics for 
later academic success. (http://consortium.uchicago.edu)

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

P4K Student Goal

Middle School Yearly Student GPA

2.39

3.06

3.06

3.00
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P4K students averaged nearly 
4 fewer missed days of school 

per year than their non-P4K classmates.

School Attendance
As part of P4K’s middle school program, Group Mentors act as non-parental adults 
who place an emphasis on developing life skills, improving school attendance, 
and encouraging students to develop a sense of “future.” — Research by Kennelly & 
Monrad (2007) supports the notion that mentoring mitigates middle school dropouts, 
while lowering absenteeism among high-risk students. 

P4K recognizes that student attendance positively correlates with student                  
motivation, engagement in learning, and increased graduation rates. It is also likely 
that the improvement in student GPA is connected to the substantial improvement       
in school attendance.

The student attendance benchmark for P4K mentoring students is defined as missing 
8 or fewer school days per year. For the 2014-2015 school year, P4K middle school 
students averaged 1 absence per quarter, or 4 days per year. This is 4 fewer missed 
days of school than a demographiclly similar group of comparison students in the 
same schools. Furthermore, 87% of P4K students averaged 2 or fewer absences per 
quarter for the entire school year, up from 67% for the 2013-2014 school year.

Average Days Absent Per School Year

P4K Benchmark 2013-2014
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

8.0

3.9

days absent

9

6.8

2012-2013 2014-2015

4.0
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Student Meeting Attendance
The expectation for student meeting attendance in 2014-2015 was 70%. 
Attendance is determined based upon students’ presence at three monthly 
meetings, both on-site at their schools or off-site with hands-on learning, where 
direct group mentoring occurs.

2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015
7th Grade 70% 71% 77%
8th Grade 62% 67% 77%

average student meeting attendance  

PROGRAM IMPACT

Performance on Nebraska State Accountability Tests (NeSA)
NeSA tests measure the Nebraska state standards in reading, math, and science        
to determine Nebraska students’ proficiency in those standards. While students in 
the P4K Group Mentoring program do not base their goals on Acuity standards like 
their elementary counterparts, it is still necessary to look for substantive differences. 
Our findings showed relatively similar scores between Partnership 4 Kids students 
and those from comparison groups at their respective schools aside from 8th Grade 
Math Proficiency. This discrepancy in scores will be addressed by program staff     
during P4K ‘s case management process. 

Grade Level P4K Comparison 
Students

P4K Comparison 
Students

7th Grade 64% 62% 46% 46%
8th Grade 55% 63% 25% 39%

NeSA Reading
Proficiency

Math
Proficiency

P4K Middle School Student NeSA Scores & Comparison Student Scores
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Student Engagement & School Climate

The effects of mentoring go far beyond direct academic interventions. Caring adult relationships     
foster positive, long-term outcomes impacting students both in and out of the classroom. 

Student Engagement
Results of the 2015 OPS Student Engagement and School Climate Survey show that P4K middle 
school students are more engaged in their learning process than demographically similar 
comparison groups from the same schools in the three areas measured: affective, behavioral, 
and cognitive engagement.
These results indicate that engaged learners in the P4K program are more likely to:

• Persist in school and graduate
• Participate in classroom learning
• Determine how learning is useful to them in a real world application

Why is student engagement important?
School engagement is associated with several positive outcomes. Research has shown that school 
engagement can: 

• Improve students’ academic performance. Some researchers have suggested that school   
    engagement may be the most important area that programs should target to lessen the         
    achievement gap between white and black students.
• Promote school attendance. Engagement is also linked with lower dropout rates and higher    
     resiliency. 
• Inhibit risky youth behaviors. When students are not using their out-of-school time doing       
    school work, it can lead to negative behaviors such as delinquency, drug and alcohol use,          
    and early sexual activity.

(Research to Results, ChildTrends, Oct 2008)

School Climate
School climate indicators of:
• Perceiving school as a positive place
• Feeling safe at school
• Perceiving respect for diversity 
…were also positive for P4K students over comparison groups.

Why is school climate important?
Research proves that a positive school climate directly impacts telling indicators of success 
such as lower dropout rates, decreased incidences of violence, and higher student achievement                   
(http://www.schoolclimate.org/programs).

Results of the OPS survey can be found on the next page (For detailed information regarding each category, 
please refer to the Appendix).

.

PROGRAM QUALITY
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This engagement in learning is reflected in 2014-2015 student survey results as:

Totals represent agree and strongly agree responses.
“I am motivated to finish high school.” 92%
“I am motivated to go to college, trade, 
or technical school.” 92%

“I am motivated to maintain good grades.” 87%

“I am motivated to attend school regularly.” 91%

PROGRAM QUALITY

0
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0.4
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0.6

0.7

Affective 
Engagement

Behavioral
Engagement

Cognitive
Engagement

Climate Safety Diversity Discipline

P4K Middle School Student Engagement & School Climate vs Comparison Students

Student Retention
Middle school students and their parents displayed high satisfaction rates 
for the group mentoring program during the 2014-2015 school year. 
2014-2015 Student Retention Rates (Grade 7 to Grade 8 retention): 88%
Research confirms that mentoring works. Thus, student retention in the mentoring program 
is a critical factor in student development. The research brief, “Mentoring: A Promising 
Strategy for Youth Development” found that youth who participate in mentoring relationships 
experience a number of positive benefits, including:

• Better school attendance
• A better chance of going on to higher education
• Better attitudes toward schools
• Diminished instances of substance abuse
• Reduced negative behaviors
• Improved social attitudes and relationships

http://www.childtrends.org/

P4K Students Control Students
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2013-2014 2014-2015
Parents 81% 95%
Students 89% 92%

Middle School Program Satisfaction Rates

Findings: P4K Middle School Program Evaluation

As shown by a 2013 report from the National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP), student 
attendance positively correlates with improved grades, graduation rates, and socio-emotional factors 
such as grit and perseverance (attendanceworks.org). Our data showed that during the 2014-2015 
school year, P4K middle school students averaged 4 fewer days absent than other students at their 
respective schools. This is a statistically significant result and ties directly to another substantial 
achievement as P4K students’ average GPA exceeded the established benchmark of 3.0 for the 
2nd consecutive year. We did identify an area of weakness in our 8th grade students’ math proficiency 
and will concentrate our efforts to address the preparedness of our students as they exit middle school.

Additionally, there is further reason to expect this trend to continue as research shows that the longer a 
student is involved in a mentoring program, the greater the benefit they see. In 2014-2015, P4K’s middle 
school program retained 88% of its students from grades 7-8, exceeding its benchmark of 75% student 
retention.

Finally, P4K’s climate and engagement results displayed positive results with how students view their 
school, themselves, and their peers. Perhaps the most positive trend stems from P4K students’ 
continued growth in these areas as they progress from elementary school to middle school. 
While the results in elementary school showed P4K students with stronger affective engagement than 
students in comparison schools, P4K middle school students exhibited higher levels in nearly all surveyed 
categories of engagement and climate, leading us to conclude that the longer students are in the 
program, the greater the impact we are able to have on their academic and socio-emotional well-being.



Average GPA
was above 3.0 for the second 

consecutive year.

HIGH SCHOOL
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DEMOGRAPHICS

137 students

P4K

OPS- 70%

free & reduced lunch

P4K- 80%

OPS

65%     35% 
Female            Male

48%     52% 
Female            Male

P4K

OPS

42%

46%

7%5%

25%

33%

31%

11%

African American 

Hispanic

Caucasian

Other
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PROGRAM IMPACT

P4K Student GPA’s

Partnership 4 Kids holds its students to high academic standards beyond state 
standardized testing. The benchmark for academic performance for P4K students 
is a 3.0 GPA for all participating high school students. Holding students to this standard 
early in their academic careers will better prepare them to meet the cutoff for many 
merit-based scholarships.

Students’ attendance and GPA are the best indicators to use for setting goals with 
students in high school and identifying which students need support and intervention 
at the start of the school year. Most students who are off-track in ninth-grade courses 
did not show signs of academic trouble in the middle grades. For many students, 
academic problems start when they enter high school. 
 (http://consortium.uchicago.edu)

P4K’s case management process allows students to set and achieve goals related to 
both GPA and attendance.

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

P4K Student Goal

High School Yearly Student GPA

2.59

3.23

3.14

3.00



School Attendance
As part of P4K’s high school program, Group Mentors act as non-parental 
adults who place an emphasis on developing life skills, improving school attendance, 
and who encourage students to develop a sense of “future.” — Research by Kennelly & Monrad 
(2007) supports the notion that mentoring mitigates middle school dropouts, while lowering 
abseenteeism among high-risk students. 

P4K recognizes that student attendance positively correlates with student motivation, engage-
ment in learning, and increased graduation rates. It is also likely that the improvement in stu-
dent GPA is connected to the substantial improvement in school attendance.

The student attendance benchmark for P4K mentoring students is defined as missing 
8 or fewer school days per year. For the 2014-2015 school year, P4K high school students 
averaged 1 absence per quarter, or 4 days per year. This is fewer missed days of school than a 
demographically similar group of comparison students in the same schools. Furthermore, 75% 
of students averaged two or fewer absences per quarter for the school year.

Average Days Absent per School Year

PROGRAM IMPACT

P4K Benchmark 2013-2014
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

8.0

5.2

days absent

9

6.9

2012-2013 2014-2015

4.0

Student Meeting Attendance
The expectation for student meeting attendance in 2014-2015 was 70%. Attendance 
is determined based upon their presence at three monthly meetings which take place 
on-site at their schools or off-site with partner programs, where direct mentoring occurs. 
P4K places a high value on student meeting attendance as the mentoring is far more 
impactful the more frequently students attend the meetings.

76%
average 
student 
meeting 

attendance

P4K students averaged nearly 
4 fewer missed days of school 

per year than their non-P4K classmates.
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PROGRAM QUALITY
Student Engagement & School Climate

The effects of mentoring go far beyond direct academic interventions. Caring adult relationships foster 
positive, long-term outcomes impacting students both in and out of the classroom. 

Student Engagement
Results of the 2015 OPS Student Engagement and School Climate Survey show that P4K high school 
students are more engaged in their learning process than demographically similar comparison groups 
from the same schools in the three areas measured: affective, behavioral, and cognitive engagement.
These results indicate that engaged learners in the P4K program are more likely to:

• Persist in school and graduate
• Participate in classroom learning
• Determine how learning is useful to them in a real world application

Why is student engagement important?
School engagement is associated with several positive outcomes. Research has shown that school        
engagement can:   

• Improve students’ academic performance. Some researchers have suggested that school   
    engagement may be the most important area that programs should target to lessen the         
    achievement gap between white and black students.
• Promote school attendance. Engagement is also linked with lower dropout rates and higher    
     resiliency. 
• Inhibit risky youth behaviors. When students are not using their out-of-school time doing       
    school work, it can lead to negative behaviors such as delinquency, drug and alcohol use,          
    and early sexual activity.

(Research to Results, ChildTrends, Oct 2008)

School Climate
School climate indicators of:
• Perceiving school as a positive place
• Feeling safe at school
• Perceiving respect for diversity 
• Perceiving behavior expectations as fair 
…were also positive for P4K high school students over comparison groups.

Why is school climate important?
Research proves that a positive school climate directly impacts telling indicators of success such as 
lower dropout rates, decreased incidences of violence, and higher student achievement 
(http://www.schoolclimate.org/programs).

Results of the OPS survey can be found on the next page (For detailed information regarding each 
category, please refer to the Appendix).
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This engagement in learning is reflected in 2014-2015 student survey results as:

-0.1

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

Affective 
Engagement

Behavioral
Engagement

Cognitive
Engagement Climate Safety Diversity Discipline

High School P4K Student Engagement & School Climate vs Comparison Students

P4K Students Control Students

PROGRAM QUALITY

Totals represent agree and strongly 
agree responses.
“I am motivated to finish high school.” 92%
“I am motivated to go to college, trade, 
or technical school.” 92%

Student Retention

2014-2015 Student Retention Rates (Grade 8 to Grade 9 retention): 58% 
Research confirms that mentoring works. Thus, student retention in the mentoring program 
is a critical factor in student development. The research brief, “Mentoring: A Promising Strategy 
for Youth Development” found that youth who participate in mentoring relationships experience 
a number of positive benefits. (http://www.childtrends.org)
 

2014-2015 student retention rates
grade 8 to grade 9.58%
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Student Transitions to Partner Programs
As part of the new K-10 P4K model, both formal and informal partnerships were created with programs 
focused on college prep in 11th and 12th grade in an effort to reduce the duplication of services within 
the community while continuing support services for P4K students. In order to bridge gaps in services 
provided by these programs, P4K added direct services for its 10th grade students during the second 
semester of the 2014-2015 school year. Upon completion of the P4K program at the end of the 10th 
grade year, students were assisted in applying and qualifying for one of P4K’s partner programs. 

During the spring of 2015, P4K transitioned thirty-seven 10th grade students into the following programs:

Partner Program # of Student Transitions
College Possible 9

Avenue Scholars 7

TeamMates 4

South High Dual Language 4

Upward Bound Math & Science 3

Nebraska College Prepatory Academy 3

Upward Bound MCC 2

St. Luke Teen Center & Focus Program 2

Classic Upward Bound 1

Talent Search 1

AVID 1

34

Student Surveys
Student surveys are administered at the end of the school year in order to get a first-hand 
account of students’ perceptions of the program. 

2013-2014 2014-2015
Parents 81% 95%
Students 89% 92%

High School Program Satisfaction Rates
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Findings: P4K High School Program Evaluation

Partnership 4 Kids’ high school program is based around the principle that all students deserve equal 
opportunities to attend post-secondary education. The most crucial step in that journey is graduating 
from high school. For the 4th consecutive year, 99% of P4K high school students graduated in 4 years, 
compared to 78% of Omaha Public School students. This continued trend of success is not unexpected 
as 92% of P4K 9th and 10th graders surveyed stated they were motivated to graduate from high school 
and attend college.

As shown by a 2013 report from the National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP), student 
attendance positively correlates with improved grades, graduation rates, and socio-emotional factors 
such as grit and perseverance (attendanceworks.org). Our research showed that during the 2014-2015 
school year, P4K high school students averaged 4 fewer days absent than other students at their 
respective schools. This is a statistically significant result and ties directly to another substantial 
achievement as P4K students’ average GPA exceeded the established benchmark of 3.0 for the 2nd 
consecutive year. An area for potential improvement lies in our 58% student retention between 8th and 
9th grade. This is the second consecutive year at that number. Consequently, P4K is taking several steps 
to address this trend. The first is to eliminate the re-application process between 8th and 9th grade. 
The second is a coordinated effort amongst the middle and high school teams to create a comprehensive 
transition plan between all levels of programming with the goal of improving student retention and buy-in.

Finally, P4K’s climate and engagement results positively reflected how students view their school, 
themselves, and their peers. Perhaps the most encouraging trend stems from P4K students’ continued 
growth in these areas as they progress from elementary school to middle school and on to high school. 
While the results in elementary school showed P4K students with stronger affective engagement than 
students in comparison schools, and P4K middle school students exhibiting higher levels in nearly all 
surveyed categories, P4K high school students were significantly higher than comparison students across 
the board in the Student Engagement/School Climate results. This leads us to conclude that the longer 
students are in the P4K program, the greater the impact we are able to have on their academic and 
socio-emotional well-being.
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Data reflects percentage of students graduating over 4 years.

OPS Graduation Rate P4K Graduation Rate

75.50%

100%

77.80% 80.70%

100% 100%

P4K Graduation Rates
with OPS Graduation Rates

2011 - 2012 2013 - 20142012 - 2013

P4K CLASS OF 2015 

high school graduation rate over past 4 years! 99%

78.20%

98%

2014-2015

total P4K scholarship recipients in the 2015 graduating class38
total P4K funding to 2015 graduates$99,800



37

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

2015 Graduate Demographics

African American 

Hispanic

Caucasian

Other

33%

51%

11%

5%

Ethnicity

Gender

63%     37% 
Female            Male

Where are the 2015 Graduates Going to College?
The following are the college choices of the 2015 graduating seniors receiving P4K scholarship funding. 
To continue with P4K funding, these students must maintain a 2.0 GPA in a 2-year college or a 2.5 GPA in 
a 4 year college/university.

University of Nebraska at Omaha–17
Metropolitan Community College–10 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln–7
Iowa Western Community College–1 
Creighton  University–1
College of St. Mary–1  
Oakwood University–1



COLLEGE ACCESS

62 total college students 
funded by the P4K scholarship. 
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Partnership 4 Kids works directly with its students with the intent of, not only getting 
them into college, but ensuring they are prepared for the vastly different scholastic and 
social environments they will encounter. P4K college staff provides both case management 
and retention services during these students’ college years.

College by the Numbers

#TOANDTHROUGHCOLLEGE

Amount in outside scholarship dollars 
recieved by P4K students

$164,000
62

90% $3,308

$250,000
Total college students funded 
by the P4K scholarship

Total scholarship dollars awarded by P4K

Renewal rate of P4K scholarship by college students Average P4K scholarship award

Partnership 4 Kids serves youth from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds, many of whom represent 
the first generation of learners from their family to attend post-secondary schooling. We believe in 
empowering those students and eliminating any barriers to college acceptance and completion that 
stand in their way.

P4K College Membership & Demographics

Freshmen Sophomores Juniors Seniors

34 18 8 2
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College Enrollee Gender Comparison

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
Male Female

P4K Nebraska Colleges & Universities

34%

45%

66%

55%

College Enrollee Demographics Comparison

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
African-American Hispanic

P4K Nebraska Colleges & Universities

46%

6%

80%

Caucasian Other

33%

8% 10%

70%

11%
16%
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Bellevue University–1 
Buena Vista University–1 
Capitol  School of Hairstyling–1 
Clarkson College–1 
College of St. Mary–2 
Creighton  University–2 
Concordia  University–1

Colleges Attended by P4K Students 

These numbers represent the location of all 2014-2015 P4K college students. Though Partnership 4 
Kids has students in 4 states, 85% of its students attended college in Nebraska, providing value to the 
community from which they came. These students receive ongoing support from Partnership 4 Kids in 
the form of case management including financial aid assistance, course registration, academic skill 
support and emergency resource support such as housing.

Doane College–1
Grambling State–1
Iowa State–1
Iowa Western Comm College–2
Metropolitan Comm College–11
Morehouse College–1 
Morningside College–1

Spelman College–1
University of Nebraska Lincoln–16
University of Nebraska Omaha–15
Wayne State College–1
William Penn  University-1
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Findings:  P4K College Program Evaluation

College program evaluation results show that P4K is expanding its college program 
toward its mission of mentoring students for college today and careers tomorrow.

•  Total P4K scholarship recipients increased by 96% in 2014-2015 over the previous year.
•  37% increase in retention among scholarship recipients over previous year’s recipients.
• $164,000 in scholarship funding was awarded in fall 2014. $84,000 awarded in fall 2013.
• 90% rate of renewal recipients awarded for fall 2014, compared to 53% of renewal 

 scholarships awarded in fall 2013.
• 75% of P4K high school graduates applied for scholarships for fall 2014, 46% in fall 2013

Funding amounts are also being addressed as additional outside scholarship awards 
are becoming a focus:

• Average P4K award per student for 2014-15 was $3,308, compared to $3,510 in 2013-14.

Moving Forward

With projected growth in the P4K college program, (100+ students projected in 2016-2017),

P4K college reporting will need to expand to include:

• Student retention rates from year to year
• Graduation rates from 2 year colleges and 4 year universities
• Graduate school attendance/graduation

P4K tracks college students receiving P4K scholarship funding; in the future P4K will make efforts to  
track students attending college without P4K funding.
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#TOANDTHROUGHCOLLEGE



There were a few students who had little 
confidence in reaching their goals yet by the 
end of the school year, they had achieved 
them. It is rewarding and humbling to see 
children believing in their abilities and 
feeling proud of their accomplishments.            
— P4K Goal Buddy 

VOLUNTEERS
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Volunteer Impact
P4K believes in the transformative power of a positive
relationship with a caring adult. Goal Buddies and Group        
Mentors play a significant role in supporting students as 
they strive to achieve their goals and maintain a hopeful 
vision of the future.

Note:  Estimated volunteer hours are based on each volunteer completing one school year of service.

P4K Volunteer Retention

P4K Match Retention Rate
Because the length of a match between mentor and mentee is often critical to its success, 
it is important to address match retention rates.

41% P4K students matched with a mentor.
77% P4K students matched in continuing relationships from previous school year.

These numbers reflect the continual need for willing and able adults to provide support in 
a child’s life.  P4K is making concerted efforts to increase the number of mentors for the 
P4K Group Mentoring Program.

Volunteer Impact
2014-2015

Elementary Number of Goal Buddies 275
Middle School Number of Mentors 37

High School Number of High School Mentors 18

Total number of community volunteers 330

Estimated number of hours volunteered 8,044

Estimated donation of volunteer time $165,867

Volunteer Retention
2014-2015

Percentage of Mentors retained from the previous school 
year 58%

Percentage of Goal Buddies retained from the previous 
school year 63%
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Nationwide, mentoring relationships last an average of nine months, but 38 percent of mentors spend at 
least 12 months with their mentees. 

MENTOR, the National Mentoring Partnership 
http://www.mentoring.org/downloads/mentoring_523.pdf

           
During the 2014-2015 school year, P4K was fortunate to have 18 Mentor Advocates (corporate partners 
or organizations) that supported P4K students by allowing 3 or more of their employees to volunteer 
during the work day. Participating companies understand the positive impact volunteering has on their 
employees and organizations.                    

OFFUTT

Prince Hall
Masons of 
Nebraska

VOLUNTEERS

2014-2015 Corporate Volunteer Partners

Additional Volunteers
Independent (No Corporate Sponsorship) - 60
Creighton University Students - 3
University of Nebraska at Omaha - 5
Retired Community Members - 1

*   96% of P4K staff volunteer as Book Buddies, Goal Buddies, and/or Mentors.
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P4K Volunteer Survey Results
Results of the P4K 2015 Volunteer Survey support the fact that volunteering is beneficial 
for the individual as well as for the company/corporation. 

• 94% of corporate volunteers agree that, “Volunteering with P4K is a meaningful way for my            
company to give back to the community.”
• 87% of corporate volunteers agree that, “Without the release time from my company, I would           
be unable to volunteer with P4K.” 
• 98% of corporate volunteers would recommend P4K as a volunteer organization                              

       for other companies.

3 Benefits of Corporate Volunteer Programs
A large amount of research exists that volunteerism benefits companies whose employees 
volunteer. Apart from the intangible benefits, such as strengthening and connecting 
communities, there are very tangible benefits to the company as well.

1. Improved Employee Engagement
Corporate volunteer programs actually drive employee engagement. In other words, companies 
that promote active corporate volunteer programs enjoy greater employee satisfaction, higher 
morale, and – as a result – greater productivity and profitability.

2. Strong Recruitment of Younger Employees
The Millennial generation just coming out of college for the last several years, and likely the one
to follow, is committed to changing the world for the better. “Graduates are willing to sacrifice 
an average of 14.4 percent of their expected salaries to work at socially responsible companies” 
according to a Stanford Graduate School of Business study.

3. Improved Corporate Visibility
Giving doesn’t mean there aren’t going to be very clear financial incentives for the company 
as well. A well-established and skillfully-promoted corporate volunteer program can raise a 
company’s visibility in the community. This can improve a company’s reputation in the public’s 
eye, or help maintain a hard-earned reputation in the face of challenges.

Additional benefits include:
• Employee development
• Encouraging teamwork
• Improved communication

Volunteer Satisfaction Rates

 goal buddies  group mentors

2013-
2014

2014-
2015

95% 90% 82%

2013-
2014

2014-
2015

83%

• Building brand awareness
• Improved employee retention
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Partnership 4 Kids is committed to using 
the power of the internet and social media 
to reach more of our students, volunteers, 
and the community at large. Through our 
website, Facebook, and Twitter, we update 
our community members on events, 
fundraisers, and other exciting pieces 
of news pertinent to P4K.

MARKETING + COMMUNICATIONS

42%

# of Website visits

# of Facebook 
likes

# of Facebook 
likes, posts, 
comments

26,294 # of Twitter
followers

# of Community
Awareness Events

# of News media
mentions (print, 

TV, radio)

increase in Facebook likes!

2,058

1,178

807

125

17



P4K Budget Allocation
Nearly three-fourths of the P4K budget is allocated directly to student programming.

FUND DEVELOPMENT

2014-2015 P4K Budget Allocations

73%

18%

9%

73% Programming 18% Administration 9% Fundraising & Development

P4K Funding Sources
Foundation donations rose from 69% to 80% as a funding source for the 2014-2015 school year. 
In-kind donations of over $131,000 directly allocated toward programming provided 7% of P4K’s income.

80%

7% 7% 3% 3%0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

Foundation
Donations

Individual
Donations

Program 
In-kind 

Donations

Corporate 
Donations

Fundraising 
Events

2014-2015
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P4K also receives financial support from those who lead and work with the program.

• 100% of Board of Directors members support P4K programming through their       
    donation of time, in-kind giving, and financial contributions.

• 96% of P4K staff members support P4K programming through both in-kind giving
    and financial contributions.

2012-2013 2013-2014

69% Foundation Donations

10% Individual Donations

16% Fundraising Events

5% Corporate Donations

71% Foundation Donations

10% Individual Donations

14% Fundraising Events 

5% Corporate Donations

Board & Staff Support

FUND DEVELOPMENT

80% Foundation Donations

7% Individual Donations

3% Fundraising Events

3% Corporate Donations

7% In-Kind Donations

2014-2015

Note: Numbers represented on this page reflect the 2014-2015 school year inclusive of donations and allocations 



#TOANDTHROUGHCOLLEGE



120 students registered for 
university workshops, with 88        
individual students participating.

  SUMMER 2015

P4K UNIVERSITY
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Researchers at John Hopkins University found that two-thirds of the achievement gap between 
rich and poor ninth graders could be attributed to inequities in access to summer opportunities.
Wealthier students were more likely to read books, participate in field trips, and take part in 
organized sports. “Overall, they had a more expansive realm of experiences,” said John Hopkins
sociology professor, Karl Alexander. http://www.huffingtonpost.com, 07/18/2014

P4K University’s high-quality summer enrichment opportunities were created to help              
lessen this achievement gap. Programming for students in grades 7 through 10 consisted           
of five 4-day workshops offered free of charge to students in the Partnership 4 Kids group     
mentoring program.

Summer 2015 | P4K University

P4K ‘Law & Order’
Law School for Teens

In partnership with the 
Douglas County Juvenile 
Courts, Douglas County 

Corrections, and the United 
States District Court for the 

District of Omaha

P4K Mini-Medical School
All about Medical Careers & Stuff

In partnership with 
Creighton University’s          

Department of   
Health Sciences.

Amazing Race to the Zipline
Crazy Health & Wellness

P4K Blast!
The Coolest Science, 

Technology, & Math EVER!

participating businesses and schools       
supported P4K in offering P4K  
University workshops for students. 
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In partnership with 
the UNO Department 
of STEM Education.

In partnership with Outward 
Bound, UNO, and Omaha’s   

local health
& 

wellness community 

pARTnership Arts!
For art lovers everywhere!

In partnership with the Union for Contemporary Art, The Holland 
Center, Omaha Performing Arts, & Love’s Jazz and Arts Center.
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OMAHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

P4K Supports the OPS Strategic Plan
Partnership 4 Kids designs its programs in support of the OPS Strategic Plan. The mission of 
OPS, to prepare all students to excel in college, career, and life, aligns with the P4K mission to 
mentor students for college today and careers tomorrow. This is borne out when P4K’s successes 
are aligned with the guiding principles laid out in the OPS Strategic Plan.

• Safe, Healthy, and Engaged Students – 92% of P4K’s group mentoring students report 
that the P4K program provides a ‘safe and secure environment for me after school.
The hours from 3 PM to 5 PM, when students are out of school and parents are still at work 
are well-represented by P4K’s middle and high school programs, providing a safe haven 
for students during those critical hours.

• High Expectations, Rigorous Curriculum, and Effective Instruction – One of the four pillars 
of P4K’s program is that of goal setting, specifically setting ‘stretch’ goals: those goals that 
motivate students to push themselves to reach new heights.

• Committed, Diverse, and Effective Teachers, Administrators, and Staff – Partnership 4 
Kids’ Program Coordinators have developed strong relationships with the teachers of P4K 
students and administrators of P4K schools. These partnerships allow P4K to better serve 
its students in reaching their ultimate goal of high school graduation and post-secondary 
success.

• Engaged and Empowered Parents and Families – Parental and family involvement is 
a key element of P4K’s success. There were 2059 opportunities where parents attended 
events from elementary through high school: be it a goal setting celebration for 3rd graders, 
a graduation picnic for 8th graders, or a scholarship banquet for outgoing 12th graders. 
Partnership 4 Kids recognizes the importance of family involvement and strives to engage 
those stakeholders in their students’ education.

• Involved and Supportive Community Partners – Partnership 4 Kids works closely with the 
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment and Research Departments at OPS. The strength 
of this partnership has forged many successes within P4K’s programs and incalculably 
enhances P4K’s ability to serve its students.  In addition, 330 P4K volunteers bring their 
corporate and community connections into the P4K schools allowing business, community 
and education to partner in student success.

• Accessible, Transparent, and Two-Way Communication – Omaha Public Schools 
and Partnership 4 Kids share a strong relationship. The support of the Curriculum, 
Instruction and Assessment Department in P4K program design and the shared data 
efforts of the Research Department are invaluable to designing supportive programs and 
conducting program evaluation for P4K. Additionally, OPS’ willingness to provide office space 
in its schools for P4K’s program coordinators has allowed these programs to truly thrive as an 
integral piece of the scholastic puzzle.
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STRATEGIC PLAN

In addition to Partnership 4 Kids’ efforts to support the guiding principles of OPS’ strategic 
plan, it is also working toward realizing some of the measurable indicators that OPS uses to 
define success.

• Increased percentage of students graduating from high school in four years – 99% of high 
school students enrolled in Partnership 4 Kids have graduated in four years over the past four 
years.

• Increased percentage of students taking the ACT by the end of 12th grade – P4K students 
are supported in the ACT process with ACT classes offered to P4K 10th graders as part of the 
P4K program.

• Increased percentage of students enrolled in postsecondary education, enlisted in military, 
or employed six months after graduation – P4K supports 77 students currently attending 
college on scholarships offered through the P4K Foundation with a total amount of funding 
of $215,000.

• Increased student proficiency every year across all grades and subjects on state account-
ability tests – P4K students’ NeSA proficiency rates in math and English rose each of the past 
four years across all of P4K’s programs.

• Decreased percentage of students who are absent 10 or more days –Students enrolled 
in P4K’s middle and high school programs were absent four fewer days than  peers in their 
respective schools.
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APPENDIX

Omaha Public Schools Partnership 
Schools Served 21 

Students Served 5,227 

Community Partnerships 
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Number of Community Volunteers 
Number of Hours Volunteered 

Volunteer Retention Rate 
Number of Mentor Advocates (Corporations Providing Three or More Volunteers) 

330 
8,044 
62% 

18 
Program Outcomes 

Academic Achievement 
Reading Goal Achievement 92% 

Math Goal Achievement 92% 
NeSA Reading Proficiency 58% 

NeSA Math Proficiency 48% 
Positive Life Skills and Motivation 
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Life Skill Goal Achievement 83% 

Academic Achievement 
Middle School Average GPA 3.06 

NeSA Reading Proficiency – GR 7 64% 
NeSA Math Proficiency – GR 7 46% 

NeSA Reading Proficiency – GR 8 55% 
NeSA Math Proficiency – GR 8 25% 

Positive Life Skills and Motivation 
Middle School Student Motivation to Graduate 92% 

Middle School Student Motivation to Attend School Regularly                                                                      91% 
Percentage of Middle School Students Averaging Two/Fewer Absences Per Quarter 87% G
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P4K group mentoring students averaged nearly 4 fewer missed days of school per year than their non-P4K 
classmates.* 

Academic Achievement 
Percentage of P4K Students Graduating from High School 98% 

High School Average GPA 3.14 
Positive Life Skills and Motivation  

High School Student Motivation to Graduate 92% 
High School Student Motivation to Graduate College .         92% 
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Percentage of High School Students Averaging Two/Fewer Absences Per Quarter 79% 
College  

Number of 2015 Graduates Enrolled in a Post-Secondary Institution. 38 
Percentage of 2015 Graduates Funded through P4K. 62% 

Total number of P4K scholarship recipients enrolled in college. 62 C
ol

le
ge

  
 

Total Post-Secondary Funding through P4K. $164,000  
Parent Involvement  

Parents/Guardians attending P4K Events 2,059 
Fund Development 

Percentage of Funding from Foundation Donations 80% 
Percentage of Funding from Individual Donations 7% 

Percentage of Funding from Program In-Kind Donations 7% 
Percentage of Funding from Corporate Donations 3% 

Percentage of Funding from Fundraising Events 3% 
Satisfaction Rates 

Elementary Student 84% 
Elementary Parent 90% 

Middle School Student 92% 
Middle School Parent 95% 
High School Student 92% 
High School Parent 95% 

Goal Buddy 90% 
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Group Mentor 83% 

2014-2015 Executive Summary

*Third-party evaluation results
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methodology
The information in this document reflects data from August 1, 2014 – July 31, 2015. Multi-year data 
is shared when available to show trends. The elementary, middle, and high school sections are oriented based 
upon data showing the Quality and Impact of P4K’s programs. Data collected spans the breadth of the three 
program outcomes:

•  Academic achievement
•  Positive life skills & motivation
•  Self worth

student data
P4K received the following student data directly from the Omaha Public Schools Research Department, OPS 
Student Services Department and the OPS website.

• Demographic Data
• Attendance
• NeSA Reading & Math Scores
• GPAs

school climate and student engagement
Omaha Public School’s Research Department administered their student engagement and school climate survey 
to all OPS schools during the 2014-2015 school year. 

•  School atmosphere
•  Student engagement in classroom learning
•  Hard work in school
•  The value of classroom learning

goal achievement
In the Goal Setting Program, individual student goals are set for reading, math, and life skills for each of the 
four academic quarters. Goal achievement is calculated by teachers and reported by classroom, by dividing the 
number of students who met their goals (in reading, math or life skills) by the total number of students in that 
classroom.  

third-party evaluation data 
2013-2014 third-party evaluation results from the Interdisciplinary Center for Program Evaluation, Munroe 
Meyer Institute/University of Nebraska Medical Center, are included in this evaluation.

surveys
P4K’s elementary student survey is administered by the OPS Research Department and completed by students 
in the classroom. All other surveys are administered electronically through Survey Monkey.  

• Students’ attitudes toward higher education
• Hope for the future
• School pride
• Resilience

Student Surveys Grade Levels Response Rate 
Elementary 4,5,6 70% 
Middle School 7,8 58% 
High School 9 45% 
OPS Staff Surveys Grade Levels Response Rate 
Principal Surveys K-6 42% 
Teacher Surveys K-6 30% 
Volunteer Surveys Grade Levels Response Rate 
Goal Buddies 1-6 20% 
Mentors/Navigators 7-9  40% 
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APPENDIX
These items represent the scales used to evaluate school climate and 
engagement as seen in the elementary, middle, and high school sections.

Climate/Engagement 
Subscales

Description Sample Items

Affective Engagement A measure of how a student feels about 
learning, school, and school work.

I like my school.

I enjoy learning new things in class.

Most mornings, I look forward to going 
to school.

Behavioral Engagement
A measure of the way a student acts in school 
including classroom participation, being on task, 
working hard, etc.

I try hard to do well in school.

When I’m in class, I participate in class 
activities.
I pay attention in class.

Cognitive Engagement
A measure of the extent to which a student 
processes information learned school in an 
intentional and purposeful way.

I try to understand how the things I learn 
in school fit together.
When I study, I figure out how the 
information might be useful in the real 
world.
I make up my own examples to help me 
understand the important concepts I learn 
from school.

School Climate An overall measure of the climate of the school.

The atmosphere at this school is positive.

Adults are proud of this school.

I feel comfortable at this school.

School Safety A measure of how safe a student feels his/her 
school is. 

Students feel safe at this school.

Students are safe on the way to and from 
this school.

Respect for Diversity A measure of students’ perceptions of respect 
for diversity at the school.

All students are treated with respect at 
this school.

Respecting diversity is taught
in my classroom.

Discipline

A measure of students’ perception of fairness in 
discipline, student behavior at the school, and 
the communication of expectations for behavior 
at the school. 

My teachers communicate procedures, 
expected behavior, and consequences.
Generally, students in my classroom 
behave well.
Consequences are fairly and consistently 
applied to all students regardless of race 
or gender.
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