
Neo Leo, The Ageless Ideas of          
Leonardo da Vinci  

In 1781, Thomas Paine came up with 
a model for a single-span bridge; in 

1887, Adolf Eugen Fick made the first 
pair of contact lenses; and in 1907, 

Paul Cornu built the first helicopter. 
But Leonardo da Vinci thought of all 
these ideas more than five hundred 

years ago!  
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Home Connection 

This book is yours to keep at home 
and enjoy over and over again!  
Here is a way you can take what 
you learned from the book and ap-
ply it at home. 

Leonardo da Vinci had an endless 
imagination and found inspiration 
from nature. 

Take your student outside and for a 
short nature walk and collect items 
along that way that may be used to 
create– twigs, rocks, recyclables, 
mulch, etc. 

Once you get back from the nature 
walk, use the found materials to cre-
ate a new invention.  Feel free to us 
additional craft items, tape, and 
glue when creating. 

• What does their invention do? 

• How does it work? 

English Language Arts Standards 

Students can connect what they 
know to what they read and to the 

world around them.  
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