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A truly historic year, 2020 saw the rise of a global pandemic, violent political unrest, and the
international demand for racial equity. Months of uncertainty and insecurity left our students
desperately grasping for stability. At Partnership 4 Kids we worked tirelessly to support our students
and their education despite the daily emergence of new obstacles. Without a doubt our committed
staff demonstrated an unshakable commitment to their well-being.
We continued to offer programming and supports at every level, kindergarten through
postsecondary. With schools transitioning to many forms of virtual learning, we wanted to provide
our students with the resources necessary. At the elementary level we wanted students to continue
practicing their reading skills at home, so we delivered all remaining books to the schools for family
distributions and enlisted our magnificent Book Buddy volunteers to record videos of themselves
reading. Our middle school through postsecondary students continued to receive mentorship,
academic supports, wellness check-ins, and creative programming as they worked hard to receive
an education during this time. Despite the tumultuous events of 2020, 98% of our students graduated
high school on time with 86% of them enrolling in postsecondary education. The perseverance and
strength demonstrated by our students during this past year was truly an inspiration.
It soon became clear that academic supports only scratched the surface of our families’ needs.
Through partnerships with other nonprofits, we were able to provide food, masks, cleaning supplies,
school supplies, and more. Partnership 4 Kids staff made regular food and supply deliveries to
families, providing emergency funding and guidance as needed. In addition to the provision of
supplies, our students were seeking a safe space in which to be heard. We organized student-led
forums and developed a diversity, equity, and inclusion program facilitated by both our staff and
students to address these needs. These additions to our programming have provided valuable
platforms to help our students navigate not only school but other issues as well.
At P4K we did not let 2020 define us, instead we became stronger together and not even a global
pandemic interfered with our mission to partner with our students in their educational journey.
Thank you for your unwavering support. Together we continue to change lives forever.

John Fonda
P4K Donor

I’ve volunteered as a Goal Buddy and
Book Buddy with P4K for at least 15 years.
It’s a humbling experience. Some kids in
P4K don’t have the same advantages as
other kids. They’re often taking care of
siblings because their parents work a lot,
or they are playing at a cousin’s house.
Not ideal situations for doing homework.
They don’t always have someone asking
about their homework or what book
they’re reading. We make short visits to
the classroom and wonder if we’re making
a difference. The kids are always excited
to see us walk into the classroom and sad
when we leave. They light up when we ask
questions about them or their school work.
They appreciate having us there; it means
something that we show up. Sometimes
when I’m walking down the hallway,
a classroom of kids will walk by and one
will call out “I know you — you were my
Goal Buddy!” That’s pretty special.
Tam Webb
P4K Volunteer

As a high school freshman, I didn’t really
know what to expect or really what it was
all about and I’m really glad I did it. The
staff and mentors at P4K were there for
me in my personal life, my future goals,
and my self-development. Without P4K,
I’m not even sure I’d be going to college
this fall. With my mentor’s help, I earned
scholarships and feel wonderful about
my choice. I’m confident to take on the
challenges in life ahead. Getting to know
the P4K staff and participants through
our bonding games helped me see new
perspectives, the learning games helped
me understand the unknown, and the
guest speakers gave me something to
think about. I learned that everyone’s life
experiences are unique and that’s what
makes us all special. We are a product
of our environment and it truly does take
a village. Without you all, I might have
given up on my dreams. With you,
I know I can and I will succeed.
Gabby Koch
P4K Student
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At an early age, I learned an
important lesson in life, which
became an integral part of who I
am today. I learned that by being
active members in our community,
we can make a positive impact.
I’ve been fortunate to support
several community organizations,
including Partnership 4 Kids.
I believe in P4K’s ability to have
a powerful, positive impact for
youth and that through P4K I can
make a difference in Omaha’s
community. I appreciate that P4K
promotes positive changes early
in development by exploring and
introducing education and career
opportunities and important skill
building. I’m proud to invest in
Partnership 4 Kids because I know
they are creating real change in
our community.

Debbie J. Denbeck
Executive Director

Dr. Ward Chambers
Chairman of the Board
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WHAT WE DO AND WHY

2020 HIGHLIGHTS

Every child has the potential to excel in academics and become successful in a career that brings them both joy and a living wage. Unfortunately, many children in
Omaha don’t live up to their potential because their energy is redirected to other fundamental priorities. Children living in poverty learn to navigate housing and food
insecurities. Their opportunities are limited by finances and geography. Their sights are not set on their futures, because they are focused on getting their daily needs met.

Because of you we were able to provide extraordinary programming and added support to our students and families in 2020. Our programming looked a little
different during the 2019-20 school year due to the transition to virtual learning, but we were able to provide necessary services to our students and their families
because of your generosity and continued support. Look at all we were able to accomplish with your help!

This is where Partnership 4 Kids makes the greatest impact. We design student curriculum that inspires hope and fosters futuristic thinking. We build on their innate
strengths and expose them to a multitude of careers and post-secondary pathways. We place a priority on our youth because we know that their future, their education,
and their sense of community will impact all of us.

MEALS FOR
FAMILIES

P4K PROGRAMS DURING COVID
ELEMENTARY

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

POST-SECONDARY

P4K promotes literacy and goal setting in six elementary
schools in OPS. Volunteers go to the classrooms twice a
month. Book Buddy volunteers read-aloud to the class
and engage in a brief curriculum activity. Goal Buddy
volunteers meet with students to present curriculum
and discuss the kids’ goals.

In middle and high school, P4K and Mentor volunteers
meet with students twice monthly after school at
five middle and five high schools. Mentors meet with
their small groups of students to provide support and
guidance as students work toward their goals, explore
college and career opportunities, and learn new skills.

At the post-secondary level, P4K provides students with
scholarships, case management, workshops, and general
support throughout the remainder of their education. P4K
staff office on-sight at UNO and MCC to be accessible to
the majority of our students who attend these campuses.

When the pandemic hit, P4K quickly distributed the
remaining books for the school year to students and
recorded virtual read alouds so students could watch
from home and follow along in their own copy of the
book. When students returned to the classroom in the
fall, P4K volunteers gave virtual read alouds to the
classroom. Similarly, Goal Buddy volunteers virtually
visited classrooms and with the help of teachers
presented P4K curriculum and engaged with the
students. Post-pandemic, P4K and volunteers will return
to in-person classroom visits.

In 2020, P4K staff worked tirelessly to provide
individual case management to all students. Through
virtual meetings and home visits, P4K continued
to support students academically, while providing
increased resource referrals, food deliveries, financial
assistance, laptop lending, and hygiene supplies.
Despite the challenges of social distancing and
virtual learning, P4K still managed to offer summer
programming to students. Virtual engagement
events kept high school students connected with one
another and P4K staff during the summer months
while the “Summer Fun Daily Challenge” provided
middle school students with daily activities to
exercise both their minds and bodies.
In addition to virtual programming, students were
seeking a safe space in which to be heard. They
were understandably overwhelmed by not only a
global pandemic but international social unrest.
P4K organized student-led forums and developed a
diversity, equity, and inclusion program facilitated by
both staff and students to address these needs.
Post-pandemic, P4K and mentors will return to inperson after-school meetings.

We began delivering
weekly meals to P4K
families in need with
food provided by
Whispering Roots.

In addition to matching new college students with peer
mentors, P4K increased outreach to ensure students
were supported during this tumultuous time. For students
transitioning from high school to post-secondary
education, P4K hosted its annual Summer Bridge, a
mandatory half-day session for all new P4K postsecondary scholarship recipients, which is designed
to help students transition smoothly to college. In
August, P4K delivered laundry baskets filled with various
necessities to its first-year college students. P4K held a
graduation parade at which gift baskets with notes from
donors were delivered to new, first-generation postsecondary graduates.

VIRTUAL
PROGRAMMING
P4K quickly transformed
our program to provide
virtual college tours,
career workshops,
cooking lessons,
and more.

PARENT SQUARE

DEI EFFORTS

We launched the
mobile app Parent
Square to better
communicate
directly with parents
and students.

We implemented
diversity, equity, and
inclusion topics into
student programming
and launched student
forums on social
injustice.

126

2020
GRADUATES

LAPTOPS FOR
STUDENTS

CASE
MANAGEMENT

When remote
learning started, P4K
delivered computers
to 73 students until
they received
a computer
from OPS.

During 2020 we
increased outreach
to students and
families in need with
1,963 community
resource referrals.

WOMEN 4 KIDS
A passionate group
of private donors
joined forces to
provide emergency
funding to 14 P4K
students and their
families in crisis.

HYGIENE
SUPPLIES
In partnership with
Lozier, we were
able to provide free
hygiene supplies
to students and
families during
quarantine.

86%
OF STUDENTS
ENROLLED IN
COLLEGE

ADOPT P4K STUDENTS

2020 FINANCIALS

Special thanks to these companies who helped launch our new “Adopt P4K Students” initiative, by investing in a full year of financial support for P4K students. This annual gift
ensures that P4K engages kids through student-centered mentoring, evidenced-based programming, and relationship building. Thank you for investing in long-term support
for lifelong success!

Partnership 4 Kids is proud to report a remarkable year of support from its amazing donors. Amid an extremely challenging year, we witnessed an increase in generosity,
in frequency and in new supporters. A heartfelt thank you to each and every donor who invested in the future of our young students.
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